
A U G U S T  2 8 ,  2 0 2 0  |  P R E S S  R E L E A S E

The world is in the grips of the worst locust plague in

history, and it is getting worse every month. Millions

of people may lose their lives and livelihoods. 

The best time to spray locusts is when they are on

the ground at night, or in low-cloud. However pilots

are not able to safely fly spray planes in these

conditions. Click to watch a video.

Skybase, a small aviation startup from New Zealand,

has spent 3 years developing a retrofit kit to allow a

pilot to monitor (or fly) an aircraft from the ground.

We can thus enable spray planes to safely fly at night

and in low cloud. Skybase is seeking support to roll

out the solution in the coming months, starting in

East Africa. 
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Due to the global news coverage of the COVID-19

pandemic, many people are not aware of the catastrophic

situation currently unfolding around the world. Locust

plagues are affecting East Africa, the Middle East, the

Subcontinent, North America and South America.  Every

day, each large locust swarm (~200Bn locusts) can eat as

much as the population of Germany would consume. The

scale of the problem is hard to fathom and millions of

people may starve or lose their livelihoods- across many

socio-economic strata. This will be geopolitically

destabilising and costly for all of us.

“Personally, I feel a moral

imperative to take action.

Skybase has the technology,

and we can make a real

difference. That’s why I’ve

redirected resources into this

area. We are now in the

process of selecting the right

funding and country partners.”

Michael Read, Skybase CEO

Founded in 2017 by a former Royal Australian Air Force and Martin Jetpack test pilot, the

aviation professionals at Skybase have the key to Unlock Aviation’s Full Potential.
Thousands of aircraft are still under-utilized across the industry, leaving behind billions

of untapped profit and leaving social causes under-serviced. Why? Because there must

be a pilot onboard the aircraft. Pilots often fly in deadly, dirty, dull or difficult roles. This

has led to major pilot shortages over the last decade, high pilot insurance costs,

prohibitive regulations, and most aircraft remaining on the ground most of the time. By

increasing aircraft utilisation, we deliver significant commercial and social upside.

Skybase has developed a retrofit kit which can be

installed into existing spray planes, to allow the

pilot to safely monitor (or control, if required)

from the ground. The pilot's ground cockpit can

be based anywhere on the planet, while local

team members load the aircraft prior to flight.

We call this "Take the Pilot out of the Plane".

The retrofit kit can also be used for aerial

mapping aircraft. This allows for 24/7 aerial

spraying operations, but most importantly, night-

time  application  of  insecticide  allows  for  more

precision. This helps to protect the environment from over-use of insecticide, especially

for birds and bees. Skybase follows FAO guidelines (i.e. no Dieldrin, HCH or DDT).

Skybase can commence routine operations in Sudan and Ethiopia within weeks, then

commence retrofit of 3 aircraft to be operational by the end of 2020, thereafter scaling

to areas of highest need. See this map from 14 August 2020.
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It’s urgent and you can make a difference. Please submit your enquiry to

make a funding proposal or a business/support proposal for this vital project.
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